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wish List

Check out the Camp Henry wish list
and see if your gently used item could
be donated to use for a child or
program at camp! Thank you!

Time

*Looking for a great way to give back
to Camp Henry? We have created a
list of projects that families, youth or
civic groups can do to help out around
camp. Projects range from painting
benches, walls, outside buildings to
cleaning and light maintenance. Most
projects are able to be done in a few
hours on a Saturday and are a great
way for high school students to get
their community service hours in!
You can even adopt an area at camp
for your group or family to take care
of! Please contact Dennis Van
Kampen at 616-717-5559.

*Grand Rapids Office help-mailings,
data entry, answering phones, etc.

camphenry.org

Talent

*Electrician for small renovations and
upkeep projects

*Roofers for roof repairs

*Professional painters for special
painting projects

*Mechanics to help in routine
maintenance and light repairs on
camp vehicles and equipment

*Carpenter for remodeling and
redesign of the camp store

Treasure

*Two new vacuum cleaners

*New platform tent canvasses

*15 passenger van or small bus

*Area rugs for Kimball and Pickerel
Lodges
homedecorators.com/outdoorrugs

*Professional grade food processor

*Life vests for waterfront

*Large metal or plastic
storage cabinets

*New food warmer for
kitchen
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*8-10 new Troxel riding helmets for
horse camps (small & medium)

*Musical Instruments (drum sets,
guitars, bass, amplifiers,
microphones)

*Sofas, easy chairs for staff housing

*New computer for health center

*6 Funyaks (yellow kayaks)

*Outdoor Ping Pong Table

*Soccer Goals

*Two dozen wooden canoe paddles

*16 sq. foot swim raft and diving
platform

Remember every little bit helps, and

all of your donations are tax deductible.
Thank you for your generosity and
support of our programs.

Please call the camp office to
donate (616) 459-2267 ext. 3

|

Remember to support Camp Henry through your
United Way Pledge! Simply write in our name on
your pledge form as the recipient of your gift.
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the kimball call

news to know

passing it on

Dennis Van Kampen, Executive Director

"Hello, may | buy a Camp Henry t-shirt?"
Those were the words spoken a few
weeks ago by a lady named Jennifer
who walked into the Camp Henry offices.
As our staff began to help her she
mentioned that she was the great, great
niece of Gertrude and John Millar. As
many of you know, the Millars were one
of many important and generous
families in the history of Camp Henry. A
walk through camp will take you by
some of the buildings they provided for
camp - seven cabins, the blue staff
house, the Millar Lodge and the Millar
Office building. The influence of the
Millar family on camp is profound!

Jennifer wanted to hear all about the
summer at camp. She also wanted a new
camp t-shirt but she had no idea what
else we had for her! A few weeks earlier,
one of our summer staff came across an
old leather-bound New Testament Bible
in Millar Lodge. The printing date was
1913 and the gold engraving on the
cover said 'John Millar'. Somehow this
Bible made its way to camp and was
misplaced for several years. When it was
given to me | held it wondering what
should be done with it. | decided that
time would answer that question and ,if
nothing else, someday it could be put on
display next to other pieces honoring
John and Gertrude Millar.

| shared the story of finding the Bible
with Jennifer and asked her if she

inside this issue

wanted it. Tears instantly came to her
eyes. Explaining that her father is the
family historian, Jennifer mentioned that
her dad's birthday was coming up and
until today she had no idea what to give
him. She said she was pretty sure it was
going to make her dad cry.

Jennifer stuck around ,
for a while that day.
She told stories about @
her experiences at §
Camp Henry and asked
questions about what it
was like now. "Do they
still.....On Sundays do
they.....Is the campfire &
still?" Before she left,
Jennifer looked at us
and said these words.
"You know Camp Henry made me who |
am today. | discovered my faith in God
there at camp. The values | live by today
come from what | learned and
experienced at camp. The integrity | try
to live my life with came from Camp
Henry. That place is amazing!"

Yes, it is. Seventy-one years of history.
Seventy-one years of lives impacted
forever. For over seventy years children
and adults like Jennifer have discovered
or strengthened their faith in God, tried
new things, had the best time of their
lives and made friendships that will last
forever. That is why we exist. Whether it
is a summer camper, a child who comes
with a school or church group, or an
adult who comes with his or
her company for a corporate
training, they all experience
Camp Henry as a place that is
different and amazing. | like to
think of camp as being a
glimpse of the world God
intended for us.

But it takes the entire
community to keep the
mission, vision and dream of
Camp Henry alive. It takes
people like John and Gertrude
Millar who invested their
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top: John and Gertrude Millar, bottom left:
Millar Lodge, bottom right: Millar Office
Building

time and financial resources. It takes the
staff who are called to serve at camp to
give all they have to make a difference. It
takes board members to help make the
decisions and raise the money needed to
keep us in business. It takes generous
individuals to give thousands of dollars
so kids who can't afford camp get to
come and also donors who realize that
the cost of camp has skyrocketed.
Utilities, food costs and insurance have
increased so much that we need
individuals and foundations to help us
make ends meet and ultimately continue
to impact the lives of people in this
community forever.

Remember Jennifer's words, "I found
faith in God at Camp Henry, | discovered
the values that | live by today at Camp
Henry...." If you want to know how you
can partner with this great mission,
please contact me. | would love to hear
your camp story and share some that are
going on right now!

Dennis Van Kampen can be reached at
616-717-5559 or at
dennisv@camphenry.org



wrap up letter from the summer camp director

Jeff “Jake” Jacobs, Summer Camp Director

As summer rolls into fall - and as | reconnect with friends and  egarning our re-accreditation from
colleagues - the most common question asked is, "How was your
summer?" | am so thankful that following this past summer on the
shores of Old Lake Kimball at Camp Henry, | can reply, "Incredible!"

%
the American Camp Association

*Seeing Logan (our 1 year old) learn
how to walk and take his first steps
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| continue to feel blessed and honored to have the opportunity to the Sh £ Lake Kimball %, o
serve Camp Henry as the Summer Camp Director and the summer .on e . ores ot Lake |m_a Y bridges
of 2008 was truly amazing. Some of the many things that helped f3kamazmg sunsets over Kimball

make this past summer so wonderful include: aKe Camp Henry Dear Camp Henry friends and family,

*Singing until | lost my voice
*Smiling so much that my face hurt
*Seeing God in the faces of the campers and staff members on a

47 Jefferson SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 459-CAMP

*Welcoming and Serving 1,374 campers

*Having a truly dedicated and camper-focused staff including:
*5 different sets of Camp parents serving on staff daily basis
*40% of staff being college graduates *Visiting with Jake, the Golden Retriever, that was named after me
*Staff from 11 different states - from CA to VT by a camper.
*64% of our staff were former Camp Henry campers

The summer of 2008 marks the 60th Anniversary of the Accreditation Program of the American
Camp Association (ACA). For over 60 years, ACA's accreditation program has focused on
establishing and enhancing health and safety practices at camps. Accreditation by ACA goes
well beyond state licensing policies and procedures. Being accredited by ACA indicates that not
only does a camp have an appropriate state license, but also indicates that the camp has gone
above and beyond the minimal state requirements and is meeting the highest standards and
best practices in the camping industry.

www.camphenry.org
info@camphenry.org

2008 Board of Directors
Christopher Kuiper,

camp time President

If you've ever spent part of your summer
here as a camper at Camp Henry you're
familiar with "camp time". "Camp time" in
the literal sense is one hour behind "real
time" giving campers and staff extra
daylight time to enjoy the long and exciting
days of summer on Lake Kimball together.

of contemporary life behind and
spend time in nature. At Camp
Henry we believe that camp is the
way God intended for the world to
be: pure, natural, beautiful, safe,
welcoming and unpretentious; a
place for all to enjoy reconnecting
with themselves, one another and
God.

Whether you're enjoying a week of
summer camp or a short retreat,
the communal dwelling space,
shared meals and warm hospitality
of our staff naturally facilitate
deeper and authentic relationships.
This is why more and more we
hear retreat group leaders saying
"We love Camp Henry!".

A recent letter we received from Michael
Williams with the MSU Student Senate says
it pretty well:

"... lwould like to say thank you for allowing
us, The Eli Broad Student Senate, to stay at
Camp Henry. Everyone who attended the
trip had an amazing time. Your staff was

Student Senate are much closer than ever
before because of this trip. You offered us a
bonding experience that cannot be replaced.

The incredible atmosphere of Camp Henry
has set a new standard for Senate fall trips.
We truly hope we can keep an open
relationship with the staff at Camp Henry for
future weekend retreats. Since we had such
an amazing time, | know that everyone who
went on this trip would love to return.”

As we say goodbye to summer - fall, winter
and spring stretch between here and our
next summer camping season - we look
forward to hosting our retreat, corporate
and school groups here at Camp Henry. We
invite you to visit and experience "camp
time" for yourself or your next retreat; for
community building, fellowship, a corporate
experience or just a weekend away from it
all.

To book your next retreat or inquire about
school and year round programs, please
contact Betsy Bougie, Year Round Program
Director at 231.652.6472, ext.14 or
betsyb@camphenry.org

Tim Maclam, Treasurer
Marilynne McCready,
Secretary

Michael Lunt, Past
President

Peter Conklin

Kris Ellis

Marcus Harris

Carl Kelly

Judy Larson

Paul Mitchell

Christopher Palmer
Kathleen Snapper

Katie Tiggleman

Bill VanSkiver

Honorary Members
Donald Taylor
Organizational Members
Anne Gurecki, Westminster
Presbyterian Church Staff
Betty Kuiper, Westminster
Presbyterian Church
Trustee

Wayne Spillane,
Westminster Presbyterian
Church Trustee

ACA accreditation is voluntary, and Camp Henry is proud to have been accredited for the last 18
years. This summer a team of visitors came to Camp Henry to conduct a thorough site visit,
which involved meeting with multiple staff, visiting with campers, interviewing directors,
viewing facilities, reviewing policies, and evaluating procedures.

Camp Henry met all 31 of the mandatory standards - that address the most crucial and important
health and safety aspects of our camp. In addition, Camp Henry met 98% of the remaining 286
standards. Our ACA accreditation visit provides us with an excellent opportunity to pause and
evaluate the strengths of Camp Henry and identify where we can improve.

We will be proud once again to be able to display and utilize the ACA Accredited Camp logo for
the coming year. This logo indicates to parents and the public that Camp Henry has voluntary
allowed our practices to be compared to the industry best practices by professionals in the camp
industry - and that Camp Henry provides a healthy, safe, quality, and contemporary program and

facility.

See you next summer!

Jeff “Jake”Jacobs
Summer Camp Director
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camp happeningsz 008

We would like to extend our thanks to the great we welcome the following retreat groups this fall
nursing professionals who volunteered to help River Rock Youth Group
staff our health center this summer. Being a camp Newaygo County Court Diversions
nurse involves everything from treating cuts and Steelcase Workstage
bruises to making sure that children receive their WPC Women's Retreat
correct medications. Camp nurses also need to Walker Charter Academy 8th Grade
enjoy being surrounded by 200 or so high energy Michigan Presbytery
o First Presbyterian Church of Northville

Thank you nurses!

very courteous and flexible with our group
and it was greatly appreciated ...(they are)
enthusiastic and committed to their work
and it truly shows. ...The members of the

"Camp time" can also be a metaphor for the
"altered" environment that only camp
provides, which allows us to leave the chaos

what people are saying about Camp Henry!

last few days. The kids had such a great time! | genuine personal touch. You and your staff are a
know that for some of them, this was their first true blessing to us, and you are making a real
camping experience; and they may not have difference in children's lives.

B S > Thanks again for hosting our school at camp the Your camp has a positive environment with a
\ ) #

another opportunity like this for a while. One included:
student came up to me and sincerely said, "Miss And we won't forget about camp at school. | saw Knapp St Refo.rmed Church
M, thanks for taking me here. This is the best time  such joy on their faces as they reminisced about Jill Hecker Jennifer Shane Th_e Scott Family
| have ever had." their adventures. We were singing the fun songs Ruth Mulder Suzanne Pellar Winter Camp
in class, in the halls, and during dismissal! Sally Stout Barb Wybrecht December 29-30
The way you all joked around with them, taught Loren Corbin Lynn Jachim Schedule your retreat NOW! for Spring 2008
them, encouraged them, and tried to get to know Kasey Mallekoote Carol Nowak Space is limited!
their names is something they will not forget. Walker Charter Academy
camphenry.org 2 summer camp and year-round outdoor and retreat center camphenry.org 3 info@camphenry.org



opportunity + fun + caring =
changing the world one camper at a time

As many of you already know, Camp Henry
has been helping kids come to camp for a
long time - since 1938 as a matter of fact!
This year, our summer camp scholarship
donors made it possible for 412 children to
spend a great week at camp - that is about
1/3rd of all summer campers. Scholarship
requests went up this year and came from a
broad variety of families in West Michigan.
The prolonged economic downturn in
Michigan means that many middle income
families are out of jobs and out of savings.
Receiving scholarship aid became the only
way for some of these families to send their
children to camp. Camp Henry awards
scholarships on a sliding scale and families
try hard to pay what they can. Camp had a
waiting list by June but managed to
accommodate nearly every child by the end

4th annual Camp Henry bid bash

La Scala provided a great backdrop for Camp Henry's 4th annual Bid Bash
on Saturday, September 27th. Auction goers were treated to delicious
food from Tre Cugini and were able to browse silent auction tables that
included everything from homemade sweaters to wine tasting tours in the
Leelanau Peninsula. Later in the evening, auctioneer Phil Hertel took to the
stage to auction off vacation cottages, original art and unique items like a
ride along with the Grand Rapids Police Department! We truly appreciate
the generosity of both our auction donors and our auction buyers! All of

of summer camp.

For some children, summer camp is their
only chance to get out of the city and have a
chance to spend a week filled with activities
that help them have fun, learn new things
and make new friends. For others, it is a
chance to leave isolated rural surroundings
and spend a week with nearly 200 other
children.

Camp is an opportunity that can change
lives. One mom wrote

"...your donors gave something to our child
we couldn't provide for by ourselves...a
sense of zany security. She's loved and
appreciated for who she is, by people who
don't 'have to' love her or appreciate her.
Truly, Jesus played with the children, and a

child's joy is a model for trusting in the
Kingdom of Heaven."

Another mom wrote, "Teddy told me that
he'd like to work at the camp and help kids.
He said that someday he'd like to send
someone to camp and give them an
opportunity like he was given."

And one of our campers wrote: "l was really
worried that | couldn't save up enough to go
to camp this year. When | got the letter, |
literally jumped for joy. Thank you so much.
You made my year."

So, | don't think | could say it better than this
young camper. Thank you so much, donors.
You made their year!

operations challenge grant

Every once in awhile, a tremendous opportunity comes along.
This happened late last spring for Camp Henry when one of
our long time camp supporters called and offered to donate
$50,000 to camp for operational expenses - just as soon as our
board of directors had raised an additional $50,000! The
catch? None, except that each donation has to be in blocks of
$3,000 to $5,000 and the funds need to in hand by December
31, 2008. As of October 1, we are nearly 60% of the way to our

the funds raised this year will be used to support Camp Henry's programs goal. If you can help or have any great ideas for contacts,

and operations. A big thanks to our auction committee! Carole Cotts, Lee

and Michele Carlson, Kris Ellis, Jennifer Hughes, Keri Kuiper,

Judy Larson, Marilynne McCready, Kate McNamara,
Jill Miller, Pat Nienhuis, Mary Robinson and Marnie Stein

Memorials
Arnold Bjork

Charles Burlingham
Micaela Egedy

Jack and Peter Eggerding
William Halliday

William Wren Idema

Don Lester
Marilyn Olds
Chip Waits

Scholarships
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please call Mary Robinson at 717-5557.

we are thankful for our friends
support from March 16, 2008 to September 30, 2008

Scholarships continued

Scholarship Endowment
Fund
James B Weenink Endowment

Capital Campaign

Operating

camphenry.org

we are thankful for our friends
support from March 16, 2008 to September 30, 2008

Operations Challenge

AED Appeal

Designated Program

Grounds and Facilities

United Way Donors

Inkind

info@camphenry.org




